





Sunday, Fo’ ‘lary 1, 1976 ‘ . ' ; ' ‘ * 



' V . 





i ' •’-* V- 

•4 ' •V- 



■■-■1 ■>■■ 




eturn' 




f .. 



By Lc-s Payne 
, ^IsYOCewsday, Inc, ' . 

” The FBI continues to turn up in 
' unexplained circumstances sifrrounding 
the assassination of Martin Luther 
• 'Kinj;. 

\ Newsday has learned that FBI in- 
formants actively participated In the 
rioting in Memphis in 1968 vvhieh drew 
the Rev. Dr. King back to the city 
■where he was killed. 

* Several FBI informants and at least 
one imdercover agent for the Memphi* 
police department were among the 
mcxst active members of a young, vio- 
1' Icnce-prone black group which openly 
j opposed King’s peaceful march sup^ 

I porting the city’s sanitation workers. 1 

* According to some witnesses, the 
100-mcmb.ar group called tlie Invaders 
Je d the J ^larcli 28 riots which atfertiptcd ' 

' to discredit King’s efforts. ' Following ' 
the riot, in which one youth was killed, 

■ scores injured end 238 arrested. King 
vowed that he would return to prove 
that he still could lead a nonviolent , 
demonstration. ■ 

“Dr. King would never have re- 
turned to Memphis if tlie violence had 
not happened," said the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, who w.n.s one of King’s aides - 
In the Southern Christian Ixiadcrship 
' Conference. "VVe never intended to gc< . 
bogged down in Mcmpli’is.” . ' 

The Invaders created major disrup- 
tj oiis among local blacks fiuijporlin'g 
King, According to his aides, ’i'hcy .crlt- 
icired King for his nonviolent aj> ‘‘ 
j>ro.T(;li and urged local blacks to ‘‘burn, 
baby,' burn." On April 4, Ibe day Kin" • 
was killed, the groups met with him 
end his staff and threatened rcnc<vcd 
violence unlc.ss they were given $750,- 
000 to redevelop their community. 
“'I'liey just got louder ami louder,” ono 
/vjde who was at the lueeling recalled. 
*‘Win,"7m them we didn’t have neces.'no’ 
■•uu. cif money. \Vc Imd to jnit_ 






■ ^ Two sources said FBI agents and 
Memphis policemen admitted that they 
had ‘‘penetrated’’ tlie Invaders with'ser-' — " 
eral informers. One of the informanU . ; 
reportedly planned a large portion of 

’^Police and FBI officials were regularly 
provided with detailed information 
about the group’s plans, activities juid ' ' 
of tlie group’s violent confrontations, 
meetings. "They knew, everything that 
went on at Invaders’ meetings,” one . 
source said. ‘‘ItnwaS as if they had a 
tape recorder there." The undercover, 
Memphis policeman who joined the In- 
vaders was at the scene of the "violence 
on the day of the riot, several sources 
said. He is reportedly still a njgmber of 

tho^Icmphis force. » —— 

■ ‘‘Weston [not the real name of the 
undercover police agent] was very fo- ' 
oal, very active," said a fonner leader 
of the Invaders who has talked to the 
policeman since he was discovered to 

■ be a member of the force. “He had «i 
7.62 Russian automatic rifle and he 
was armed every time we were armed. 

He was always suggesting actions that, 
we should take; I never saw him physi- 
cally attack anyone. But he was one of 
tlie mast provocative members of the • 

^Invaders.” „ 

who wore jackets with 
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ihch names printed on the hart 
or;mnurd in hie 19 67 nr 
•\w<Te leTTiurtiriU- i/' ^ youth* 
nearby ope sUnioAle^^l 

Co'lcKcs h'bf LoMoyno 

nonviolerl K(rnfo ‘^'•■"ounced the 
tion for *^£‘y> ^ut offered protec* 

‘•tL J’-'s staff mem^™ - 

"hey, like other blacks in . ■ 

»vere natu^Ily fn,a,rrL!t u 
pace of chance " r 

Will.karns, AtlL’ta S«,^ H 

«^-I>y put them T* 

»narshals or fwv-nrU ^ ^ ®a Parade 
'•"would never hT Kuards. They 

we could never idenf;r°^'>.^‘^°“^' 
exploit the younestersw ^ 

lied i’“i'ee real 

(Se?rLi:Sr?S^ ■ 

»XTo;src.fc“"i'^-. 

TS?Tdarch’°23 Vi lnvoIvcd_adth, 

police uir?Le tent’i^^ 

wa^s7n MemS^ ' 

'•'au'^eTrewnllv^"^" “ 

The inquiry slarled f'T ^'"'''®‘'eation. 

^1-01.1,1, ce" 

lt;lda7l"J:£o~h^^ "Snll V 

violence eriipled! The JiisUco^jq®^ 

:: 

'J’hey fouiKl no ci: ' 

iliaf _tha*^rr' has leimw— 

thcm’sclte^ t 'oo'd amonf ■ 

oveXT,;r."“ ”"^^'<^'>-1.' violonci ; • 



V, PepJitna^f ' 

tSh^a^sday that the FBI trenh^ 

• Hi!o^ ° ’ 'r"" riireclor J. Edjrar 
^verj. (-ounler-Inlelli-enee ProRram 

an FBI Domestic InlelJiRenee Division 

!w" ^ a ^'”od. It was 

designed to prevent the rise of a 'mes- 

bla^'^ ">'>>-tant 

alf eoaT f°"w movement” An over- ' 
^Lf ?» , hoover's plan was to "dU- 

CT^U black leaders and their move-' ^ 
mm^iong both blacks and white*. ■ . 
Ihe^iOlcnce at Memphis perfianB 

• H«S3i ' ■ 

for the violence. On the daTtfo^ ^ 
was killed, NAACP leader Wuf 

hr a story pnhled In ' 
P^'f^ss-ScimiUr. Wilkin* 

\\ashmgton march nonviolent: “It 
a maverick of the rear ranIrH #\f 
march decides to throw a brick through ' 
a wrndow there’s nothing Dr. King ud 
front can do to stop it” ^ ^ ' 

i'SiFB^r of the ' ' 

t' ^ ^^cmphis, said that the "ulU 
, mate decisions [for CoinlolpS -we«- ' 
made m Washington D.C. and Ih^ ' 

they ra me to the field office” He d^ 

•mrf that his office ever rfe^eivSSe 

hotel memo 1 have no recollection of 

Li7”ifT‘^““’ 28.”^ • 

wouidnq K mtra-office memo I ’ ■ 

wouldn t have seen It anyway. If would 

hav^^c^ us as general LS 

' Intelligence Committee 

SeVni‘ no evidence th^ ' 

r the F BI was implicated in King’a mur- ■ 

1 der or any cover-up. The commit. 

I chairman, Frank Church (D-Idaho) ' ' ' 
has reportedly called for a federal s^' 
j cial prosecutor to invastigale (he assas- 
. smation to ro.solvc "many Unaicsw^ 
i ’ '.?'’®’ , tncluding whether Iho bu- 
' S ft"ain.st King-r.a„-,e. 

^ laM to bis murder In Memphis. 

Soifrt^-o^K:,,;,.^ •"’‘•'ff members over i 

, tl e years, have charged that the Invad- ' * 
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! ers were responsible for the riots whicSi 
indirectly led, they say, to King’s death 
t ir— hfcrrrphi*. 

"The violence was definiteTy respon- 
Bible for Marlin’s being in Memphis on 
April 'Jlh,” said Cong. Andrew Young 
(D-Ga.). “The Invaders themselves 
^have taken responsibility for the vio- 
* I e n c e . Nov/ if the Ffil was involved^ 
with the Invader, then it would bear 
, looking into." , ■ 

^ FBI officials deny aiiy involvement 
I in King’s death. "The FBI did an ex- - 
1 cellent job in the investigation,” Jen-. — 

} sen said. "There are still a lot of theo- . 

\ lies, but no new evidence. . 

' Ilowever, former FBI agent Arthur 
Murtagh said that Hoover’s relentless.-" 

. surveillance of King influenceif the 
way individual agents approached the ' 
murder. For a time Murtagh directed./ ‘ 
the bureau’s intelligence unit in Allan- - 
ta which lapped the civil rights leader’s 
■ telephones and bugged his rooms. ’’‘Bro— -»■ 
• — blrrtau under Hoover believed tliat 
t King was a foreign Communist agent,* 

1 he said. "He waa the enorpy. In this 
J sort of- atmosphere, the bureau’s invea- • 
j ligating King’s murder was like the,,' • 

1 CIA investigating the assassiruition of _ ■ 

• a Rus.sian Premier." • . . . 

1 Murtagh s.aid that some agents were 
; "ecstatic” afler King was sliot. "When 
■; King was shot, an agent I knew in At- 
lanta went on a 30-nrir.ule high. Wo 
were in ‘.ho bureau’s parking lot when 
lire news came and this follow kept 
Baying, ’I’liey got Zorro f Kh‘£ ® code 
naii)£il,.w-«- they got Zorro. They fi- 
nally got that son of a bitch.’ " 






